BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary Timeline

Building word knowledge and conceptual understanding using
key vocabulary

Suggested Time: 15 minutes

Rationale/Research Base

Student Tasks:

o Review
Vocabulary List

A Vocabulary Timeline helps students understand the chronological order in
which words are introduced, or events occur. This context allows students to
connect vocabulary words to specific points in time or reading, facilitating a

o Discuss context of deeper understanding of the relationships between words. The timeline
each word as it fits structure provides a visual representation of the sequence of vocabulary words.
in the larger theme
or unit Optimal Application Notes:

o Place words on Choose a list of vocabulary words that are meaningful or relevant to the unit or
the Timeline objective. Words can be abstract or concrete.

Online ThinkCERCA Before:

Resources

e Decide on the format of the Vocabulary Timeline. It could be a physical

o Vocabulary display in the classroom, a digital timeline using technology, or a
collaborative project where students contribute to a shared timeline. Ensure
that it is easily accessible to all students.

e Present the selected vocabulary words to the students. Provide definitions,
examples, and explanations of how the words are used in context.

During:

e |nstruct students to place each vocabulary word on the timeline in
chronological order based on its introduction or relevance within the
curriculum. Encourage them to consider how the words build upon one
another.

e Foster class discussions around the placement of words on the timeline.
Encourage students to share their reasoning for the chronological sequence
and to discuss any connections they see between the words.

e As new vocabulary words are introduced throughout the course, continue to
update the Vocabulary Timeline. This ongoing process helps students see
the evolution of their vocabulary knowledge and reinforces connections
between words.

After:
e Facilitate a class discussion where students can share their experiences.
Which words were more difficult to place than others?

Scaffolds & Supports:

e Consider providing students with a template or model before the activity.
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THINKCERCA'S

Visual Vocabulary

Instructions: Reinforce your understanding and retention of vocabulary words through a fun
and interactive memory game.

Review and Brainstorm

e Review the vocabulary, definitions, and parts of speech. Make sure you understand
the meaning and context of each word.

e Recall the significance of each word in the context of the text or unit.

e Brainstorm how each word might fit in a continuum.

Guidelines for Vocabulary Timelines:

e Create Timeline: Draw a horizontal line on your paper to represent the timeline.
Label the endpoints with relevant dates, time periods, or events.

e Place Vocabulary Words: Place each vocabulary word on the timeline according to
its context or significance. Consider when the word or concept first appeared in
the text. Use your understanding of the word's meaning and usage to determine
its placement on the timeline.

e Provide Justification: Write a brief explanation next to each vocabulary word on
the timeline, explaining its context or significance. Include details such as events,
inventions, movements, or cultural shifts that are associated with the word.

e Reflect and Discuss: Once you have completed the timeline, take a moment to
reflect on the connections between the vocabulary words and the historical
events. Discuss your findings with a partner or in a small group. Share insights
and observations.

Extension Activity (Optional):

e To deepen your understanding further, conduct additional research on the
contexts related to the vocabulary words. Explore primary sources, articles, or
other reference materials to gain insights into the events or contextual
connections.
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THINKCERCA'S

Visual Vocabulary
3rd - 5th

Instructions: Play a fun memory game to help remember new words. It's like a puzzle game
where we match the words with their meanings.

Review and Brainstorm:

e Go over your new words, what they mean, and how we use them. Make sure you
really understand each word and where it fits in your learning.

e Think about when we've heard or seen these words before. How do they help us
understand our stories or lessons better? How might each word fit into a timeline?

Guidelines for Vocabulary Timelines:

e Create Your Timeline: Draw a straight line across your paper like a road. Write
down important dates or events at each end of the line to help you understand
when things happened.

e Place Vocabulary Words: Place each vocabulary word somewhere on our timeline
based on when it showed up in your lessons. Think about when you first heard the
word and how important it was.

e Explain Your Choices: Next to each word, write a little note explaining why you put
it where you did. Did it show up during a big event? Or did it help us understand
something really important?

e Reflect and Discuss: Take a moment to think about how all your words fit together
on the timeline. Then, talk about it with a classmate or a small group. Share what
you noticed and what you think is interesting.

Extension Activity (Optional):

e |If you want to learn even more, you can do some extra research on the
words and events. Look up more information in books or online to see how
everything connects.
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