Student Tasks:

o Review
Vocabulary List

o Review the concept of
Shades of Meaning

o Complete Shades of
Meaning continuums
for each word

Online ThinkCERCA
Resources

o Vocabulary

BEST PRACTICES

Shades of Meaning

Building word knowledge and conceptual understanding using
key vocabulary

Suggested Time: 15 minutes

Rationale/Research Base

Using Shades of Meaning as a vocabulary strategy in the classroom is a
powerful approach that allows students to explore the subtle nuances in word
meanings. Exploring shades of meaning encourages students to expand their
vocabulary by discovering alternative words that convey similar but slightly
different meanings.

Optimal Application Notes:

Choose a list of vocabulary words that are meaningful or relevant to the unit or
objective. Words can be abstract or concrete.

Before:

e Develop a visual representation, such as a word spectrum or ladder, where
the selected words are placed along a continuum. This visual aid will help
students visualize the degrees of meaning.

e Introduce the selected words to the students. Provide definitions, examples,
and context for each word. Ensure that students have a foundational
understanding of the words before delving into shades of meaning.

During:

e |nstruct students to place the words along the spectrum based on their
perceived degrees of intensity or meaning. This can be done individually or
collaboratively, depending on the size of the class.

e Students can be given all words that would be placed on the spectrum, or
you can encourage students to look up additional words to add.

After:
e Encourage group discussions where students can justify their placements
on the spectrum. Ask them to provide reasons for their choices and engage
in conversations about the nuances between the words.

Scaffolds & Supports:

e Consider limiting the list of words for students who need extra support.
e Consider providing some students with partially completed continuums
where they are to complete the missing boxes with target words.
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THINKCERCA'S

Shades of Meaning

Instructions: Deepen your understanding and mastery of vocabulary words by exploring
their subtle nuances and shades of meaning.

Review:
e Review the vocabulary, definitions, and parts of speech. Make sure you understand
the meaning of each word.

Guidelines for Shades of Meaning:

e |dentify Nuances: Consider the shades of meaning between the vocabulary words.
Think about how each word differs in intensity, connotation, or context. For
example, words like "happy," "joyful," and "ecstatic" may all convey positive
emotions but with different degrees of intensity.

e Create a Spectrum: Draw a spectrum or continuum on your paper, with one
end representing the least intense or general meaning of the vocabulary words
and the other end representing the most intense or specific meaning. Place
each vocabulary word along this spectrum, according to its perceived intensity
or specificity.

e Justify Placements: Write a brief explanation next to each vocabulary word,
justifying its placement on the spectrum based on its nuances of meaning.
Consider factors such as synonyms, antonyms, context, and personal
interpretation.

e Reflect on Usage: Reflect on how understanding the shades of meaning of
vocabulary words can enhance your writing and communication skills. Think
about how you can choose the most precise and effective word for expressing
your thoughts and ideas.

Extension Activity (optional):

e Use a thesaurus or online resources to explore additional synonyms and related
words for the vocabulary words you've chosen. Expand your vocabulary and
deepen your understanding of shades of meaning.
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THINKCERCA'S

Shades of Meaning
3rd - 5th

Instructions: Let's dive deeper into our vocabulary words by exploring small differences in
their meanings.

Review:
e Think about the new words you've learned, what they mean, and what type of
word they are (like a noun, verb, or adjective).

Guidelines for Shades of Meaning:

e |dentify Small Differences: Consider the shades of meaning between the
vocabulary words. Think about how each word might be slightly different in small
ways. For example, words like "happy," "joyful," and "ecstatic" may all convey
positive feelings but with different levels of intensity.

e Create a Spectrum: Draw a line on your paper. On one end, put words that mean
something not very strong or general. On the other end, put words that mean
something very strong or specific. Put each word somewhere in between based
on how strong or specific you think it is.

e Justify Placements: Write a short statement next to each vocabulary word,
explaining why you placed it where you did on the spectrum compared to the
other words.

e Reflect on Usage: Reflect on how understanding the shades of meaning of
vocabulary words can increase your writing and communication skills. Think
about how important it is to choose words wisely when expressing your thoughts
and ideas.

Extension Activity (optional):

e Use a thesaurus or online resources to explore additional synonyms and other
words for the vocabulary you've chosen.

©Thinkcerca.com Inc. 2023



