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Vocabulary Role Playing
Reading comprehension and analysis through performance

Suggested Time: 15 minutes

——
Rationale/Research Base

Vocabulary Role Play provides a real-life context for the use of vocabulary. 
Instead of memorizing isolated words, students can see how words are used 
in authentic situations, enhancing their understanding and retention.

Optimal Application Notes: 

Choose a literary or informational text that aligns with the theme or concept 
you want to explore. It could be a scene from a play, a poem, a passage from 
a book, an essay, or even a news article.

Before: 

● Identify scenarios or situations where the selected vocabulary can be 
used naturally. Consider real-life contexts that allow for meaningful 
communication and application of the vocabulary.

● Develop groups and assign characters or roles for the students to play 
within the scenarios. 

During: 

● Allow students some time to prepare for their roles. This may involve 
reviewing the vocabulary, discussing strategies with their partners, or 
scripting their dialogues. Encourage creativity while ensuring adherence 
to the scenario.

● Ask students to play out their scenarios in front of the class to demonstrate 
their understanding of the list of words.

After: 
● Conclude the role-play activity with a debriefing session. Discuss the 

experience, highlighting successful language use and areas for 
improvement. Encourage students to reflect on their performance and 
share insights with the class.

Scaffolds and Supports: 
● Adjust the complexity of the role-play activities based on the student’s 

proficiency levels and gradually increase the challenge as they become 
more comfortable with the approach.

● Limit the number of words for the first few attempts to ensure 
understanding of the task prior. Add additional words as students have 
time to practice the strategy.

Student Tasks: 
▢ Read and annotate 

the text

▢ Move to pairs or 
small groups

▢ Create and/or perform 
a scenario in which 
words are used in the 
Role Play
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▢ Reading selection

BEST PRACTICES



Instructions: Deepen your understanding and retention of vocabulary words through 
creative role-playing scenarios

Review and Brainstorm:
● Review the vocabulary, definitions, and parts of speech. Make sure you understand 

the meaning of each word.
● Brainstorm suitable scenarios or situations where the words can be naturally 

used. Consider settings, characters, and conflicts that will allow you to use the 
words in context.

Guidelines for Vocabulary Role Playing: 
● Assign Roles: Assign roles or characters to yourself and your classmates based on 

the scenarios you've brainstormed. Each role should involve using one or more of 
the vocabulary words in natural dialogue or interaction.

● Create Dialogue: Write a dialogue or script for your role-playing scenario, 
incorporating the vocabulary words into the conversation. Be creative and 
imaginative in your writing, and strive to use the words in a way that feels 
authentic and meaningful.

● Rehearse Your Roles: Practice your roles with your classmates, rehearsing the 
dialogue and interactions until you feel comfortable with your performance. Pay 
attention to pronunciation, tone, and expression to bring your characters to life.

● Perform the Role Play: When ready, perform your role-playing scenario for the 
class. 

● Engage with Your Audience: After the performance, engage with your 
classmates by discussing the vocabulary words and their usage in the role-playing 
scenario. Encourage feedback and questions from your audience to deepen the 
learning experience.

Extension Activity (optional):
● Consider exploring additional role-playing scenarios or creating your own based 

on other vocabulary words or topics of interest. The more you practice, the more 
confident you'll become in using new words effectively.
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Instructions: Make learning new words even more fun by acting them out in pretend play. 
Become an actor and bring our words to life through exciting role-playing games. 

Review and Brainstorm:
● Think about the new words you've learned, what they mean, and what type of 

word they are (like a noun, verb, or adjective).
● Think about places and stories where you could use the new words you've learned. 

Imagine characters, places, and problems where these words would fit right in. 
This helps you understand how to use them in real life.

Guidelines for Vocabulary Role Playing:
● Assign Roles: Think about interesting characters or people you could use in 

stories. You will use the new words as you and your group talk and act like your 
assigned characters.

● Create Dialogue: Write down what your characters will say. Your group will use the 
new words in conversations to make them come to life!

● Rehearse Your Roles: Time to practice. Act out your stories and practice saying 
your lines. You want to sound just like your characters!

● Perform the Role Play: When you’re ready, it's time to perform. You’ll act out your 
stories in front of the class and show off your knowledge of the new words.

● Engage with Your Audience: After the show, chat with your class about the words 
and how your group used them in your stories. You can ask questions and share 
what you liked about each other's performances.

Extra Fun (optional): 
● Want to keep playing? Make up more stories with new words and keep 

practicing. The more you play, the better you’ll get at using your words 
in more advanced ways.
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