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Where Are You From?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can certain memories, places, and experiences shape who we become?

The Memory of Things by Gae Polisner

On the morning of September 11, 2001, sixteen-year-old Kyle Donohue watches the first twin tower 
come down from the window of Stuyvesant High School. Moments later, terrified and fleeing home 
to safety across the Brooklyn Bridge, he stumbles across a girl perched in the shadows, covered in 
ash, and wearing a pair of costume wings. With his mother and sister in California and unable to 
reach his father, a NYC detective likely on his way to the disaster, Kyle makes the split-second 
decision to bring the girl home. What follows is their story, told in alternating points of view, as Kyle 
tries to unravel the mystery of the girl so he can return her to her family. But what if the girl has 
forgotten everything, even her own name? And what if the more Kyle gets to know her, the less he 
wants her to go home? 

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none of 
that matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough 
neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new 
classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they 
hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out.

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music 
turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are 
fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under 
attack.

Not Our Summer by Casie Bazay

It's bad enough that estranged cousins Becka and KJ see each other at their grandfather's funeral, 
but when he leaves them a bucket list of places to visit together over the summer, so they can earn 
their inheritance, it seems like things are about to get much worse.

However, with each trip the cousins complete -- like riding mules into the Grand Canyon or 
encountering a bear and a hot tour guide at Yellowstone -- they steadily learn about and begin to 
trust one another. That is until the truth behind Grandpa's bucket list, and their family feud, is 
revealed, testing Becka and KJ far beyond their limits. Will they ultimately find a way to accept each 
other or will their grandpa's wish to mend his divided family end up buried alongside him inside his 
grasshopper green casket?

Unfollow by Megan Phelps-Roper

At the age of five, Megan Phelps-Roper began protesting homosexuality and other alleged vices 
alongside fellow members of the Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas. Founded by her 
grandfather and consisting almost entirely of her extended family, the tiny group would gain 
worldwide notoriety for its pickets at military funerals and celebrations of death and tragedy. As 
Phelps-Roper grew up, she saw that church members were close companions and accomplished 
debaters, applying the logic of predestination and the language of the King James Bible to 
everyday life with aplomb - which, as the church’s Twitter spokeswoman, she learned to do with 
great skill. Soon, however, dialogue on Twitter caused her to begin doubting the church’s leaders 
and message: If humans were sinful and fallible, how could the church itself be so confident about 
its beliefs? As she digitally jousted with critics, she started to wonder if sometimes they had a point 
- and then she began exchanging messages with a man who would help change her life. 
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How Do Communities Connect 
Safely?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do we ensure that we build and become members of healthy virtual 
communities that allow us to share and learn?

Ten Arguments for Deleting Your Social Media Accounts 
Right Now by Jarod Lanier

You might have trouble imagining life without your social media accounts, but virtual reality 
pioneer Jaron Lanier insists that we’re better off without them. In Ten Arguments for Deleting Your 
Social Media Accounts Right Now, Lanier, who participates in no social media, offers powerful and 
personal reasons for all of us to leave these dangerous online platforms.

Girl Gone Viral by Arvin Ahmadi

For seventeen-year-old Opal Hopper, code is magic. She builds entire worlds from scratch: Mars 
craters, shimmering lakes, any virtual experience her heart desires.

But she can't code her dad back into her life. When he disappeared after her tenth birthday, 
leaving only a cryptic note, Opal tried desperately to find him. And when he never turned up, she 
enrolled at a boarding school for technical prodigies and tried to forget.

Until now. Because WAVE, the world's biggest virtual reality platform, has announced a contest 
where the winner gets to meet its billionaire founder. The same billionaire who worked closely with 
Opal's dad. The one she always believed might know where he went. The one who maybe even 
murdered him.

What begins as a small data hack to win the contest spirals out of control when Opal goes viral, 
digging her deeper into a hole of lies, hacks, and manipulation. How far will Opal go for the 
answers--or is it the attention--she's wanted for years?

The Happiness Effect: How Social Media is Driving a 
Generation to Appear Perfect at Any Cost by Donna Freitas

Sexting. Cyberbullying. Narcissism. Social media has become the dominant force in young people's 
lives, and each day seems to bring another shocking tale of private pictures getting into the wrong 
hands, or a lament that young people feel compelled to share their each and every thought with 
the entire world. Have smartphones and social media created a generation of self-obsessed 
egomaniacs?

Alone Together by Sherry Turkle

Technology has become the architect of our intimacies. Online, we fall prey to the illusion of 
companionship, gathering thousands of Twitter and Facebook friends, and confusing tweets and 
wall posts with authentic communication. But this relentless connection leads to a deep solitude. 
MIT professor Sherry Turkle argues that as technology ramps up, our emotional lives ramp down. 
Based on hundreds of interviews and with a new introduction taking us to the present day, Alone 
Together describes changing, unsettling relationships between friends, lovers, and families.



U N I T   3

How Do We Make Difficult 
Decisions?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do our experiences help shape or determine our values and our perceptions of 
the choices we have available to us?

The Rumor Game by Dhonielle Clayton and Sona Charaipotra

At Foxham Prep, a posh private school for the children of DC’s elite, a single rumor has the power to 
ruin a life. Nobody knows that better than Bryn. She used to have it all―the perfect boyfriend, a 
bright future in politics, and even popularity thanks to her best friend, cheer captain Cora. Then one 
mistake sparked a scandal that burned it all to the ground.

Now it's the start of a new school year and the spotlight has shifted: It’s geeky Georgie, newly hot 
after a summer makeover, whose name is on everyone's lips. When a rumor ignites, Georgie 
rockets up the school's social hierarchy, pitting her and Cora against each other. It grants her 
Foxham stardom . . . but it also makes her a target. As the rumors grow and morph, blazing like 
wildfire through the school’s social media, all three girls’ lives begin to unravel. But one person 
close to the drama has the power to stop the gossip in its tracks. The question is―do they even 
want to?

One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus

Pay close attention and you might solve this. On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High 
walk into detention. Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is 
the picture-perfect homecoming princess. Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview 
High’s notorious gossip app.

Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And 
according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d 
planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of 
them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? 
Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.

Girl Made of Stars by Ashley Herring Blake

Mara and Owen are as close as twins can get, so when Mara’s friend Hannah accuses Owen of rape, 
Mara doesn't know what to think. Can her brother really be guilty of such a violent act? Torn 
between her family and her sense of right and wrong, Mara feels lost, and it doesn’t help that 
things are strained with her ex-girlfriend, Charlie. As Mara, Hannah, and Charlie come together in 
the aftermath of this terrible crime, Mara must face a trauma from her own past and decide where 
Charlie fits into her future.

Born a Crime: Young Readers’ Edition by Trevor Noah

In this award-winning Audible Studios production, Trevor Noah tells his wild coming-of-age tale 
during the twilight of apartheid in South Africa. It’s a story that begins with his mother throwing 
him from a moving van to save him from a potentially fatal dispute with gangsters, then follows the 
budding comedian’s path to self-discovery through episodes both poignant and comical. Noah’s 
virtuoso embodiment of all the characters from his childhood, and his ability to perform accents 
and dialects effortlessly in English, Xhosa, and Zulu, garnered the Audie Award for Best Male 
Narrator in 2018. Nevertheless, Noah’s devoted and uncompromising mother—as voiced by her 
son—steals the show. 
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How Does Food Impact the 
Environment?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How are protein sources made healthy and sustainably?

Food Chains and Webs by Andrew Solway

Food Chains and Webs explains that feeding relationships are at the heart of life on Earth. It looks 
at the different types of living things in a food web - from producer to top consumer - as well as 
food pyramids and topics like bioaccumulation. It tackles common confusions about the science 
and shows how topics are relevant to the reader.

The Story of More (Adapted for Young Adults): How We Got 
to Climate Change and Where to Go From Here by Hope Jahren

Pay close attention and you might solve this. On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High 
walk into detention. Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is 
the picture-perfect homecoming princess. Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview 
High’s notorious gossip app.

Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And 
according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d 
planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of 
them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? 
Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.

Fair Food by Oran B. Hesterman

Fair Food is an enlightening and inspiring guide to changing not only what we eat, but how food is 
grown, packaged, delivered, marketed, and sold. Oran B. Hesterman shows how our system's 
dysfunctions are unintended consequences of our emphasis on efficiency, centralization, higher 
yields, profit, and convenience -- and defines the new principles, as well as the concrete steps, 
necessary to restructuring it. Along the way, he introduces people and organizations across the 
country who are already doing this work in a number of creative ways, from bringing fresh food to 
inner cities to fighting for farm workers' rights to putting cows back on the pastures where they 
belong. He provides a wealth of practical information for readers who want to get more involved.

Organic Food and Farming by Lauri S. Scherer

Inspired by the acclaimed Opposing Viewpoints series, this series helps readers gain an 
awareness of current issues and develop critical thinking skills by presenting a wealth of 
information on contemporary issues in a colorful, easy-to-read format.; This title explores 
whether organic food and farming is healthier, safer, and more environmentally friendly 
than conventional food and farming.; In addition to pro/con articles, each Introducing 
Issues with Opposing Viewpoints volume includes appealing features designed to help 
students understand the complexities of current issues.
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What Is This Thing Called 
Love?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What happens when adults get in the way of childhood?

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix and Cliff Nielsen

Luke Garner has spent his entire life - all 12 years - in hiding. The government has outlawed families 
with more than two children. As the Garners' third child, Luke's very life is in danger. When Luke 
meets Jen, another "shadow child," he begins to question the government's policies.

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha

For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin and her mom against the world. Growing up as 
the only child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always easy, but it has bonded them 
fiercely together.

So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent 
relocation—following her mother’s announcement that she’s getting married—Robin is 
devastated. Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a new school where she doesn’t 
understand the language and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off from her friends in 
Seoul and has no access to her beloved comics. At home, she doesn’t fit in with her new stepfamily, 
and worst of all, she is furious with the one person she is closest to—her mother.

Then one day Robin’s mother enrolls her in a local comic drawing class, which opens the window to 
a future Robin could never have imagined.

I’m Glad My Mom Died by Jennette McCurdy

Jennette McCurdy was six years old when she had her first acting audition. Her mother’s dream 
was for her only daughter to become a star, and Jennette would do anything to make her mother 
happy. So she went along with what Mom called “calorie restriction,” eating little and weighing 
herself five times a day. She endured extensive at-home makeovers while Mom chided, “Your 
eyelashes are invisible, okay? You think Dakota Fanning doesn’t tint hers?” She was even showered 
by Mom until age sixteen while sharing her diaries, email, and all her income.

The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory 
look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, 
Jeannette’s brilliant and charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, teaching 
them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was 
dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of 
domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family. The Walls children 
learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected one another, and 
eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing to be 
homeless even as their children prospered.
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What Interests You?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do your own interests further your own future?

On the Come Up by Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first 
battle. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s 
got massive shoes to fill. But it’s hard to get your come up when you’re labeled a hoodlum at 
school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri pours her anger and 
frustration into her first song, which goes viral . . . for all the wrong reasons. Bri soon finds herself at 
the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction 
notice staring her family down, Bri doesn’t just want to make it—she has to. Even if it means 
becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be. Insightful, unflinching, and full of 
heart, On the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one of the most influential literary voices of a 
generation. It is the story of fighting for your dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; and 
about how, especially for young black people, freedom of speech isn’t always free.

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body 
grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has 
plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather 
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy 
in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s determination to 
force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best 
kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how 
she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about 
performing her poems. Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara 
refuses to be silent.

Career Planning for Teens: Discover The Proven Path to 
Finding a Successful Career That's Right for You! by Seth Hicks

Career Planning for Teens will help you turn your passion into a reliable strategy for getting your 
dream job.Most students start thinking about their careers and what they want to do in life toward 
the end of High school. Even though it's never too late, doesn't it sound better to have a secure plan 
for your future when you are 14 or 15? In this book, you’ll discover: How to start thinking about the 
careers you might want in the future: By assessing and determining your interests, skills, and 
values, you will better understand your motivations and aspirations.  How to narrow down your 
options: Learn how to narrow your choices down even further by discovering what types of careers 
are available, so you’ll have a better idea of where to start.  

Future Jobs: What Will You Be Doing in FIVE Years? by Terese E. 
Kerrigan

So, you're trying to figure out your next career move but you aren't sure what direction to take now 
that artificial intelligence has been taking over human tasks. From self-driving cars to AI 
copywriting bots, some jobs are on their way out. Find out which jobs to avoid and which jobs are 
viable in the future, so you don't find your future self without a job and unmarketable. The job 
market has undergone significant changes since I entered it more than 20 years ago. Many 
traditional jobs are being replaced by new, technologically advanced roles. As the world continues 
to evolve, it is becoming increasingly important to understand what the future job market will look 
like and what skills will be in demand. This book aims to provide insights into the future of work 
and explore the emerging job trends and industries that will shape the job market over the next 
five years.
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How Does the Odyssey 
Endure?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What makes the Odyssey such an enduring tale in world literature?

Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood

Penelope. Immortalized in legend and myth as the devoted wife of the glorious Odysseus, silently 
weaving and unpicking and weaving again as she waits for her husband's return. Now Penelope 
wanders the underworld, spinning a different kind of thread: her own side of the story - a tale of 
lust, greed and murder.

The Lost Books of the Odyssey by Zachary Mason

Zachary Mason's brilliant and beguiling debut novel reimagines Homer's classic story of the hero 
Odysseus and his long journey home after the fall of Troy. With hypnotic prose, terrific imagination, 
and dazzling literary skill, Mason creates alternative episodes, fragments, and revisions of Homer's 
original that, taken together, open up this classic Greek myth to endless reverberating 
interpretations. The Lost Books of the Odyssey is punctuated with great wit, beauty, and 
playfulness; it is a daring literary page-turner that marks the emergence of an extraordinary new 
talent.

Ithaka by Adèle Geras

Many years have passed since the end of the Trojan War, and Penelope is still waiting for her 
husband, Odysseus, to return home. The city of Ithaka is overrun with uncouth suitors from the 
surrounding islands who are vying to win Penelope's hand in marriage, thereby gaining control of 
the land. When a naked, half-drowned man washes up on the beach, everything changes. . . .  Told 
through the eyes of Klymene, a young girl who is like a daughter to Penelope--and who longs for 
more than friendship from the young prince Telemachus--Ithaka captures the quiet strength and 
patience of a woman's enduring love for her husband and the ensuing chaos that threatens all as 
Penelope is pressured to remarry.

Meadowlands by Louise Gluck

In an astonishing book-length sequence, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Louise Gluck interweaves the 
dissolution of a contemporary marriage with the story of The Odyssey.  Here is Penelope stubbornly 
weaving, elevating the act of waiting into an act of will; here, too, is a worldly Circe, a divided 
Odysseus, and a shrewd adolescent Telemachus. Through these classical figures, Meadowlands 
explores such timeless themes as the endless negotiation of family life, the cruelty that intimacy 
enables, and the frustrating trivia of the everyday. Gluck discovers in contemporary life the same 
quandary that lies at the heart of The Odyssey: the "unanswerable/affliction of the human heart: 
how to divide/the world's beauty into acceptable/and unacceptable loves."


