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Where Are You Going?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do the expectations of society influence the decisions you make?

We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Pact Led to Success by 
Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, Rameck Hunt, and Sharon Draper

Growing up on the rough streets of Newark, New Jersey, Rameck, George,and Sampson could 
easily have followed their childhood friends into drug dealing, gangs, and prison.  But when a 
presentation at their school made the three boys aware of the opportunities available to them in 
the medical and dental professions, they made a pact among themselves that they would become 
doctors.  It took a lot of determination—and a lot of support from one another—but despite all the 
hardships along the way, the three succeeded.  Retold with the help of an award-winning author, 
this younger adaptation of the adult hit novel The Pact is a hard-hitting, powerful, and inspirational 
book that will speak to young readers everywhere.

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a careful daughter, living 
within her mother’s narrow expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the 
abusive rule of her short-tempered father.  On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and 
talent. When her team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to see 
just how far those talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a 
North American university. But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her 
passion. They wouldn’t allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their permission to go any farther. 
And the boy she once loved is back in town. Since he left, Diego has become an international star, 
playing in Italy for the renowned team Juventus. Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her 
feelings for him. Things aren’t the same as when he left: she has her own passions and ambitions 
now, and La Furia cannot be denied. As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face 
her secrets and make her way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like 
her.

The Rumor Game by Dhonielle Clayton and Sona Charaipotra

At Foxham Prep, a posh private school for the children of DC’s elite, a single rumor has the power to 
ruin a life. Nobody knows that better than Bryn. She used to have it all―the perfect boyfriend, a 
bright future in politics, and even popularity thanks to her best friend, cheer captain Cora. Then one 
mistake sparked a scandal that burned it all to the ground. Now it's the start of a new school year 
and the spotlight has shifted: It’s geeky Georgie, newly hot after a summer makeover, whose name 
is on everyone's lips. When a rumor ignites, Georgie rockets up the school's social hierarchy, pitting 
her and Cora against each other. It grants her Foxham stardom . . . but it also makes her a target. As 
the rumors grow and morph, blazing like wildfire through the school’s social media, all three girls’ 
lives begin to unravel. But one person close to the drama has the power to stop the gossip in its 
tracks. The question is―do they even want to?

The Weight of Blood by Tiffany D. Jackson

When Springville residents—at least the ones still alive—are questioned about what happened on 
prom night, they all have the same explanation . . . Maddy did it. An outcast at her small-town 
Georgia high school, Madison Washington has always been a teasing target for bullies. And she's 
dealt with it because she has more pressing problems to manage. Until the morning a surprise 
rainstorm reveals her most closely kept secret: Maddy is biracial. She has been passing for white her 
entire life at the behest of her fanatical white father, Thomas Washington. After a viral bullying 
video pulls back the curtain on Springville High's racist roots, student leaders come up with a plan 
to change their image: host the school's first integrated prom as a show of unity. The popular white 
class president convinces her Black superstar quarterback boyfriend to ask Maddy to be his date, 
leaving Maddy wondering if it's possible to have a normal life. But some of her classmates aren't 
done with her just yet. And what they don't know is that Maddy still has another secret . . . one that 
will cost them all their lives.
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How Do Robots Help Us?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

Should robots and other forms of artificial intelligence be used to perform 
important tasks in our communities?

I, Robot by Isaac Asimov

I, Robot, the first and most widely read book in Asimov’s Robot series, forever changed the world’s 
perception of artificial intelligence. Here are stories of robots gone mad, of mind-reading robots, 
and robots with a sense of humor. Of robot politicians, and robots who secretly run the world—all 
told with the dramatic blend of science fact and science fiction that has become Asimov’s 
trademark. In I, Robot, Asimov chronicles the development of the robot from its primitive origins in 
the present to its ultimate perfection in the not-so-distant future—a  future in which humanity 
itself may be rendered obsolete.

Artificial Intelligence: How Advanced Machine Learning Will 
Shape The Future Of Our World by Christina Ahmet

In this digital age, many people are surrounded by modern technologies. They have access to a 
world with a device as small as their palm. A few hundred years back, it would be considered to be 
witchcraft when one was able to talk to someone halfway across the globe, see the Great Wall of 
China while still being in the United States, or participate in a meeting from the living room. Now, 
these superpowers do not seem like they are worth much anymore. Technological advancements 
have brought humanity very far. These advancements are intended to make everyday tasks easier. 
Currently, artificial intelligence lives amongst the human population. They reside in smartphones. 
They help people find content on the internet. They learn the behavior of their owners and put out 
relevant, interesting content to enhance their owner’s experience while they are browsing on the 
internet.In this book you will learn:What Artificial Intelligence (AI) is. The concept behind machine 
learning.What is the Internet of Things.How Intelligent IoT is used.And much much more!

What Makes a Robot Tick: The Common Man's Guide into 
the World of Robots by Shivoh Chirayil

This is a short and straightforward book for curious people who wish to explore the magic world of 
robotics! As an experienced teacher and a Roboticist who plays with robots daily, I have gained a 
good understanding of the Robotics field. I have seen that people often fear and avoid robotics 
books because they think the concepts are hard to grasp. But, I can teach in a way that even a child 
can understand. Through this book, I hope to shed light on the fundamental ideas of robotics 
without making you scratch your head, pondering about mathematics or the programming of a 
robot. I hope to take you on a brief journey to expand your understanding of robots and clear any 
misconceptions you have regarding robotics.

All Systems Red: The Murderbot Diaries by Martha Wells

In a corporate-dominated spacefaring future, planetary missions must be approved and supplied 
by the Company. Exploratory teams are accompanied by Company-supplied security androids, for 
their own safety.But in a society where contracts are awarded to the lowest bidder, safety isn’t a 
primary concern. On a distant planet, a team of scientists are conducting surface tests, shadowed 
by their Company-supplied ‘droid―a self-aware SecUnit that has hacked its own governor module, 
and refers to itself (though never out loud) as “Murderbot.” Scornful of humans, all it really wants is 
to be left alone long enough to figure out who it is. But when a neighboring mission goes dark, it's 
up to the scientists and their Murderbot to get to the truth.
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What Can We Do to Make Positive 
Impact in Others’ Lives?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can stories help us look at our everyday lives and our role in the lives of others 
through a new lens?

Jackpot by Nic Stone

Meet Rico: high school senior and afternoon-shift cashier at the Gas 'n' Go, who after school and 
work races home to take care of her younger brother. Every. Single. Day. When Rico sells a 
jackpot-winning lotto ticket, she thinks maybe her luck will finally change, but only if she--with 
some assistance from her popular and wildly rich classmate Zan--can find the ticket holder who 
hasn't claimed the prize. But what happens when have and have-nots collide? Will this 
investigative duo unite...or divide?

Stamped: Racism, Anti-Racism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Dr. 
Ibram Kendi

This is NOT a history book. This is a book about the here and now. A book to help us better 
understand why we are where we are. A book about race.

The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that 
separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book 
Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and 
inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you 
why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas 
have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.

Color of Water: A Black Man Tribute to His White Mother by 
James McBride

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, 
yet steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, 
explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful 
debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.

The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride 
grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, 
Brooklyn. "Mommy," a fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep and fire," herded her 
brood to Manhattan's free cultural events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) 
schools, demanded good grades, and commanded respect. As a young man, McBride saw his 
mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—and reached thirty before he began 
to discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain.

The Book Woman’s Daughter: A Novel by Kim Michele Richardson

In the ruggedness of the beautiful Kentucky mountains, Honey Lovett has always known that the 
old ways can make a hard life harder. As the daughter of the famed blue-skinned, Troublesome 
Creek packhorse librarian, Honey and her family have been hiding from the law all her life. But 
when her mother and father are imprisoned, Honey realizes she must fight to stay free, or risk 
being sent away for good. Picking up her mother's old packhorse library route, Honey begins to 
deliver books to the remote hollers of Appalachia. Honey is looking to prove that she doesn't need 
anyone telling her how to survive. But the route can be treacherous, and some folks aren't as keen 
to let a woman pave her own way.

If Honey wants to bring the freedom books provide to the families who need it most, she's going to 
have to fight for her place, and along the way, learn that the extraordinary women who run the hills 
and hollers can make all the difference in the world.
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How Do We Live Sustainably?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How does a community live sustainably?

The Grid: The Fraying Wires Between Americans and Our 
Energy Future by Gretchen Bakke

America's electrical grid, an engineering triumph of the twentieth century, is turning out to be a 
poor fit for the present. It's not just that the grid has grown old and is now in dire need of basic 
repair. Today, as we invest great hope in new energy sources--solar, wind, and other 
alternatives--the grid is what stands most firmly in the way of a brighter energy future. If we hope 
to realize this future, we need to reimagine the grid according to twenty-first-century values. It's a 
project which forces visionaries to work with bureaucrats, legislators with storm-flattened 
communities, moneymen with hippies, and the left with the right. And though it might not yet be 
obvious, this revolution is already well under way.

Operation Sustainable Human: A Four-Step Scientific Guide 
to Combat Climate Change by Chris Macdonald

Operation Sustainable Human has a refreshingly unique, no BS approach. No speculative theories. 
No time-wasting. Rather than bombarding the reader with a 100+ item to-do list, this short book 
offers four, deeply considered, pragmatic steps that account for the vast majority of the problem. 
Everything is backed by science, clearly referenced, and easy to read. High impact made simple.

The Climate Book: The Facts and the Solutions by Greta Thunberg

In The Climate Book, Greta Thunberg has gathered the wisdom of over one hundred experts - 
geophysicists, oceanographers and meteorologists; engineers, economists and mathematicians; 
historians, philosophers and indigenous leaders - to equip us all with the knowledge we need to 
combat climate disaster. Throughout, illuminating and often shocking grayscale charts, graphs, 
diagrams, photographs, and illustrations underscore their research and their arguments. Alongside 
them, she shares her own stories of demonstrating and uncovering greenwashing around the 
world, revealing how much we have been kept in the dark. This is one of our biggest challenges, 
she shows, but also our greatest source of hope. Once we are given the full picture, how can we not 
act? And if a schoolchild's strike could ignite a global protest, what could we do collectively if we 
tried?

We Didn’t Ask for This by Adi Alsaid

Central International School’s annual lock-in is legendary - and for six students, this year’s lock-in is 
the answer to their dreams. The chance to finally win the contest. Kiss the guy. Make a friend. 
Become the star of a story that will be passed down from student to student for years to come.

But then a group of students, led by Marisa Cuevas, stage an eco-protest and chain themselves to 
the doors, vowing to keep everyone trapped inside until their list of demands is met. While some 
students rally to the cause, others are devastated as they watch their plans fall apart. And Marisa, 
once so certain of her goals, must now decide just how far she’ll go to attain them.
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How Does Conflict Create New 
Paths Forward?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What happens when our beliefs and values conflict with those who hold power over 
us?

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sánchez

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents’ 
house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But 
Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role.

Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to 
reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is 
broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible way 
Julia has failed.

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone 
thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything boyfriend 
Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more to 
her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible 
ideal?

Black Birds in the Sky: The Story and Legacy of the 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre by Brandy Colbert

In the early morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob marched across the train tracks in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and into its predominantly Black Greenwood District—a thriving, affluent neighborhood 
known as America's Black Wall Street. They brought with them firearms, gasoline, and explosives. 
In a few short hours, they'd razed thirty-five square blocks to the ground, leaving hundreds dead. 
The Tulsa Race Massacre is one of the most devastating acts of racial violence in US history. But 
how did it come to pass? What exactly happened? And why are the events unknown to so many of 
us today?

The Downstairs Girl by Stacey Lee

By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the 
wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a 
newspaper advice column for the genteel Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." When her column 
becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, but she's 
not prepared for the backlash that follows when her column challenges fixed ideas about race and 
gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a mysterious 
letter sets Jo off on a search for her own past and the parents who abandoned her as a baby. But 
when her efforts put her in the crosshairs of Atlanta's most notorious criminal, Jo must decide 
whether she, a girl used to living in the shadows, is ready to step into the light. With prose that is 
witty, insightful, and at times heartbreaking, Stacey Lee masterfully crafts an extraordinary social 
drama set in the New South.

Internment by Samira Ahmed

Set in a horrifying near-future United States, 17-year-old Layla Amin and her parents are forced into 
an internment camp for Muslim American citizens. 

With the help of newly made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend on 
the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom, leading a 
revolution against the internment camp's director and his guards. 
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How Do You Afford the Life You 
Want?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can you reach your goals given competing priorities?

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream by Tanya 
Lee Stone

Have you ever heard of the “Mercury 13” women? Did you know that nearly twenty years before the 
first women were let into NASA’s astronaut program, there were others who tried?

What are the requirements for being shot into space, piloting a hunk of metal while carrying the 
hopes and fears of your nation? Mastery of flying, as well as courage, intelligence, resistance to 
stress, and fitness – any checklist would certainly include these. But when America created NASA in 
1958, there was an unspoken rule in place: astronauts must be male, and they must be white.

You’d Be Home Now by Kathleen Glasgow

For all of Emory's life she's been told who she is. In town she's the rich one--the 
great-great-granddaughter of the mill's founder. At school she's hot Maddie Ward's younger sister. 
And at home, she's the good one, her stoner older brother Joey's babysitter. Everything was turned 
on its head, though, when she and Joey were in the car accident that killed Candy MontClaire. The 
car accident that revealed just how bad Joey's drug habit was.

Four months later, Emmy's junior year is starting, Joey is home from rehab, and the entire town of 
Mill Haven is still reeling from the accident. Everyone's telling Emmy who she is, but so much has 
changed, how can she be the same person? Or was she ever that person at all?

Mill Haven wants everyone to live one story, but Emmy's beginning to see that people are more 
than they appear. Her brother, who might not be "cured," the popular guy who lives next door, and 
most of all, many "ghostie" addicts who haunt the edges of the town. People spend so much time 
telling her who she is--it might be time to decide for herself.

Love, Hate, and Other Filters by Samira Ahmed

Seventeen-year-old Maya Aziz is torn between worlds. There’s the proper one her parents expect for 
their good Indian daughter: attending a college close to their suburban Chicago home and being 
paired off with an older Muslim boy her mom deems “suitable.” And then there is the world of her 
dreams: going to film school and living in New York City—and pursuing a boy she’s known from 
afar since grade school.

But in the aftermath of a horrific crime perpetrated hundreds of miles away, her life is turned 
upside down. The community she’s known since birth becomes unrecognizable; neighbors and 
classmates are consumed with fear, bigotry, and hatred. Ultimately, Maya must find the strength 
within to determine where she truly belongs.

Better Than We Found It: Conversations to Help Save the 
World by Frederick Joseph and Porsche Joseph

What is disinformation, and how does it influence our lives? How did the wealth gap become so 
staggeringly wide? Why do so many Americans lack access to quality health care? And—most 
importantly—what can we do about it all? Through a combination of personal anecdotes and 
interviews, authors Frederick Joseph and Porsche Joseph make a compelling case for tackling 
some of the biggest issues of our day, from gun violence, the prison system, transphobia, and 
indigenous land theft to climate change, education, housing, and immigration. Covering sixteen 
topics and featuring more than two dozen interviews with prominent activists, authors, actors, and 
politicians, this is the essential resource for those who want to make the world better than we 
found it.
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Unit Title Here

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How does literature capture the values and perspectives of various eras?

A Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Aldous Huxley's tour de force, Brave New World is a darkly satiric vision of a "utopian" future—where 
humans are genetically bred and pharmaceutically anesthetized to passively serve a ruling order. A 
powerful work of speculative fiction that has enthralled and terrified readers for generations, it 
remains remarkably relevant to this day as both a warning to be heeded as we head into tomorrow 
and as thought-provoking, satisfying entertainment.

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native American Women by 
Charleyboy and Leatherdale

Whether looking back to a troubled past or welcoming a hopeful future, the powerful voices of 
Indigenous women across North America resound in this book. In the same style as the best-selling 
Dreaming in Indian, #NotYourPrincess presents an eclectic collection of poems, essays, interviews, 
and art that combine to express the experience of being a Native woman. Stories of abuse, 
humiliation, and stereotyping are countered by the voices of passionate women making 
themselves heard and demanding change. Sometimes angry, often reflective, but always strong, 
the women in this book will give teen readers insight into the lives of women who, for so long, have 
been virtually invisible.

Girl With a Pearl Earring: A Novel by Tracy Chevalier

Tracy Chevalier transports readers to a bygone time and place in this richly-imagined portrait of the 
young woman who inspired one of Vermeer's most celebrated paintings. History and fiction merge 
seamlessly in this luminous novel about artistic vision and sensual awakening. Girl with a Pearl 
Earring tells the story of sixteen-year-old Griet, whose life is transformed by her brief encounter with 
genius . . . even as she herself is immortalized in canvas and oil.

Grave Mercy: His Fair Assassin by Robin LaFevers

Seventeen-year-old Ismae escapes from the brutality of an arranged marriage into the sanctuary of 
the convent of St. Mortain, where the sisters still serve the gods of old. Here she learns that the god 
of Death Himself has blessed her with dangerous gifts—and a violent destiny. If she chooses to stay 
at the convent, she will be trained as an assassin and serve as a handmaiden to Death. To claim her 
new life, she must destroy the lives of others. Ismae’s most important assignment takes her 
straight into the high court of Brittany—where she finds herself woefully under prepared—not only 
for the deadly games of intrigue and treason, but for the impossible choices she must make. For 
how can she deliver Death’s vengeance upon a target who, against her will, has stolen her heart?


