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Who Influences You?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do the connections to those closest to us determine our values, beliefs, and 
identities?

Mexican WhiteBoy by Matt De La Peña

Danny is tall and skinny. Even though he’s not built, his arms are long enough to give his pitch a 
power so fierce any college scout would sign him on the spot. Ninety-five mile an hour fastball, but 
the boy’s not even on a team. Every time he gets up on the mound, he loses it. But at his private 
school, they don’t expect much else from him. Danny is brown. Half-Mexican brown. And growing 
up in San Diego that close to the border means everyone else knows exactly who he is before he 
even opens his mouth. Before they find out he can’t speak Spanish, and before they realize his 
mom has blond hair and blue eyes, they’ve got him pegged. But it works the other way too. And 
Danny’s convinced it’s his whiteness that sent his father back to Mexico. That’s why he’s spending 
the summer with his dad’s family. But to find himself, he may just have to face the demons he 
refuses to see--the demons that are right in front of his face. And open up to a friendship he never 
saw coming.

Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a careful daughter, living 
within her mother’s narrow expectations, in her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the 
abusive rule of her short-tempered father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and 
talent. When her team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to see 
just how far those talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a 
North American university. But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her 
passion. They wouldn’t allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their permission to go any farther. 
And the boy she once loved is back in town. Since he left, Diego has become an international star, 
playing in Italy for the renowned team Juventus. Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her 
feelings for him. Things aren’t the same as when he left: she has her own passions and ambitions 
now, and La Furia cannot be denied. As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face 
her secrets and make her way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like 
her.

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight: An African Childhood by 
Alexandra Fuller

From 1972 to 1990, Alexandra Fuller—known to friends and family as Bobo—grew up on several 
farms in southern and central Africa. Her father joined up on the side of the white government in 
the Rhodesian civil war, and was often away fighting against the powerful black guerilla factions. 
Her mother, in turn, flung herself at their African life and its rugged farm work with the same 
passion and maniacal energy she brought to everything else. Though she loved her children, she 
was no hand-holder and had little tolerance for neediness. She nurtured her daughters in other 
ways: She taught them, by example, to be resilient and self-sufficient, to have strong wills and 
strong opinions, and to embrace life wholeheartedly, despite and because of difficult 
circumstances. And she instilled in Bobo, particularly, a love of reading and of storytelling that 
proved to be her salvation.

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein

When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent 
captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a 
simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her confession, 
Verity uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in 
the wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, 
confronting her views on courage, failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading 
her secrets be enough to save her from the enemy?
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What Differences Can Parks 
Make?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

Should we protect and prioritize the designation of national parks?

Drowned City by Don Brown

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the 
protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city flooded, in 
some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped $100 
billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The riveting tale of this 
historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and 
courage—and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality.

Don Brown’s kinetic art and as-it-happens narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one 
of the worst natural disasters in American history. A portion of the proceeds from this book has 
been donated to Habitat for Humanity New Orleans.

Paths Crossed: Protecting National Parks by Clif Edwards

Of immense interest to all who have a fondness for our national parks, PATHS CROSSED: 
PROTECTING NATIONAL PARKS brings to light the diverse training and skills of what the profession 
titles the protection ranger. Staying with the author's brand of first person narrative nonfiction, with 
one word chapter titles in which each is a stand alone story, it encompasses 66 intriguing accounts. 
Within these accounts are embedded lessons learned that dispute the belief that experience can't 
be taught. In these pages, the author reveals the challenges, sacrifices, and rewards of being a 
protection ranger in remote marine wilderness venues. From watery northern and southern 
borders, the reader virtually tags along on missions involving search and rescue, law enforcement, 
wilderness medicine, and wild-land fire fighting.

Yellowstone Standoff by Scott Graham

Yellowstone Standoff takes readers deep into the backcountry of a wildly popular 
national park. When Yellowstone National Park's grizzly bears and gray wolves suddenly 
and inexplicably go rogue, archaeologist Chuck Bender teams with his old friend, 
Yellowstone Chief Ranger Lex Hancock, to defend the suspect members of a group 
scientific expedition. Soon, Chuck finds himself defending the lives of his family as an 
unforeseen danger threatens in the storied national park's remote wilderness.

Grand Canyon Thunder by Gary McCarthy

THE MIGHTY COLORADO RIVER...as wild and unpredictable as its thundering rapids...as 
relentless as its first daring explorers. THE 1869 POWELL EXPEDITION...deep in a chasm of 
roaring water and soaring stone and at a deadly stretch of river now named Separation 
Rapids, three desperate men abandoned the expedition after months of unspeakable 
hardships and near starvation. But only one of the three could survive high up on the 
wild, uncharted North Rim. WILLIAM DUNN...a mountain man forever haunted by guilt 
and driven by the love of extraordinary women will cast his fate across the vast and 
magnificent Grand Canyon of the Colorado in an epic tale of undying courage. This is a 
story of fearless river adventurers, brave and beautiful women and the early Mormon 
pioneers all of whose lives are interwoven with the Navaho, Hopi and the Havasupai...“The 
People of the Blue Green Water.”
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Do Our Choices Define Us?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can we resolve tensions between two values that are in conflict with each 
other?

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne is a classic novel set in Puritanical Boston in the 
mid-17th century. It tells the story of Hester Prynne, a young woman who is publicly shamed and 
ostracized for having a child out of wedlock. Hester is forced to wear a scarlet “A” on her clothing to 
signify her status as an adulterer. As she struggles to survive in a Puritanical society that is 
unforgiving of her sins, Hester is eventually able to redeem herself through her strong will and 
determination. The novel examines themes of sin, guilt, and repentance in a powerful way. 
Throughout the novel, readers are able to explore the inner workings of Hester's mind and 
understand the consequences of her actions and how they affected those around her. The Scarlet 
Letter is an emotionally charged and thought-provoking story that is sure to stay with readers long 
after they finish the book.

Wild Life: Dispatches from a Childhood of Baboons and 
Button Downs by Keena Roberts

Keena Roberts split her adolescence between the wilds of an island camp in Botswana 
and the even more treacherous halls of an elite Philadelphia private school. In Africa, she 
slept in a tent, cooked over a campfire, and lived each day alongside the baboon colony 
her parents were studying. She could wield a spear as easily as a pencil, and it wasn't 
unusual to be chased by lions or elephants on any given day. But for the months of the 
year when her family lived in the United States, this brave kid from the bush was cowed 
by the far more treacherous landscape of the preppy, private school social hierarchy.

Most girls Keena's age didn't spend their days changing truck tires, baking their own 
bread, or running from elephants as they tried to do their schoolwork. They also didn't 
carve bird whistles from palm nuts or nearly knock themselves unconscious trying to 
make homemade palm wine. But Keena's parents were famous primatologists who 
shuttled her and her sister between Philadelphia and Botswana every six months. 
Dreamer, reader, and adventurer, she was always far more comfortable avoiding lions and 
hippopotamuses than she was dealing with spoiled middle-school field hockey players. 

Price of Duty by Todd Strasser

Jake Liddell is a hero.

At least, that’s what everyone says he is. The military is even awarding him a Silver Star for 
his heroic achievements—a huge honor for the son of a military family. Now he’s home, 
recovering from an injury, but it seems the war has followed him back. He needs pills in 
order to sleep, a young woman is trying to persuade him into speaking out against 
military recruitment tactics, and his grandfather is already urging him back onto the 
battlefield. He doesn’t know what to do; nothing makes sense anymore.

There is only one thing that Jake knows for certain: he is no hero.

Bootleg: Murder, Moonshine, and the Lawless Years of 
Prohibition by Karen Blumenthal

It began with the best of intentions. Worried about the effects of alcohol on American 
families, mothers and civic leaders started a movement to outlaw drinking in public 
places. 
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Who is Thirsty?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What role does water play in creating a sustainable planet?

The Great American Dust Bowl by Don Brown

On a clear, warm Sunday, April 14, 1935, a wild wind whipped up millions upon millions specks of 
dust to form a duster—a savage storm—on America’s high southern plains.

The sky turned black, sand-filled winds scoured the paint off houses and cars, trains derailed, and 
electricity coursed through the air. Sand and dirt fell like snow—people got lost in the gloom and 
suffocated... and that was just the beginning.

Don Brown brings the Dirty Thirties to life with lively artwork in this graphic novel of one of 
America's most catastrophic natural events: the Dust Bowl.

Dry by Neal and Jarrod Shusterman

The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now. 
Everyone’s lives have become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up 
your pool, don’t take long showers.

Until the taps run dry.

Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbors 
and families turned against each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents 
don’t return and her life—and the life of her brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to make 
impossible choices if she’s going to survive.

There is No Planet B by Mike Berners-Lee

Feeding the world, climate change, biodiversity, antibiotics, plastics, pandemics - the list 
of concerns seems endless. But what is most pressing, and what should we do first? Do 
we all need to become vegetarian? How can we fly in a low-carbon world? How can we 
take control of technology? And, given the global nature of the challenges we now face, 
what on Earth can any of us do, as individuals? Mike Berners-Lee has crunched the 
numbers and plotted a course of action that is full of hope, practical, and enjoyable. This 
is the big-picture perspective on the environmental and economic challenges of our day, 
laid out in one place, and traced through to the underlying roots - questions of how we 
live and think. This updated edition has new material on protests, pandemics, wildfires, 
investments, carbon targets and of course, on the key question: given all this, what can I 
do?
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How Can Conflict Play Out 
Internally Within Ourselves?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What happens when we betray our own values and morals?

Girl Gone Viral by Arvin Ahmadi

For seventeen-year-old Opal Hopper, code is magic. She builds entire worlds from scratch: Mars 
craters, shimmering lakes, any virtual experience her heart desires. But she can't code her dad back 
into her life. When he disappeared after her tenth birthday, leaving only a cryptic note, Opal tried 
desperately to find him. And when he never turned up, she enrolled at a boarding school for 
technical prodigies and tried to forget. Until now. Because WAVE, the world's biggest virtual reality 
platform, has announced a contest where the winner gets to meet its billionaire founder. The same 
billionaire who worked closely with Opal's dad. The one she always believed might know where he 
went. The one who maybe even murdered him. What begins as a small data hack to win the 
contest spirals out of control when Opal goes viral, digging her deeper into a hole of lies, hacks, and 
manipulation. How far will Opal go for the answers--or is it the attention--she's wanted for years?

Heroine by Mindy McGinnis

When a car crash sidelines Mickey just before softball season, she has to find a way to hold on to 
her spot as the catcher for a team expected to make a historic tournament run. Behind the plate is 
the only place she’s ever felt comfortable, and the painkillers she’s been prescribed can help her 
get there. The pills do more than take away pain; they make her feel good. With a new circle of 
friends—fellow injured athletes, others with just time to kill—Mickey finds peaceful acceptance, and 
people with whom words come easily, even if it is just the pills loosening her tongue. But as the 
pressure to be Mickey Catalan heightens, her need increases, and it becomes less about pain and 
more about want, something that could send her spiraling out of control.

Black Hearts: One Platoon's Descent Into Madness in Iraq's 
Triangle of Death by Jim Frederick

This is the story of a small group of soldiers from the 101st Airborne Division’s fabled 502nd Infantry 
Regiment—a unit known as “the Black Heart Brigade.” Deployed in late 2005 to Iraq’s so-called 
Triangle of Death, a veritable meat grinder just south of Baghdad, the Black Hearts found 
themselves in arguably the country’s most dangerous location at its most dangerous time. Hit by 
near-daily mortars, gunfire, and roadside bomb attacks, suffering from a particularly heavy death 
toll, and enduring a chronic breakdown in leadership, members of one Black Heart platoon—1st 
Platoon, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion—descended, over their year-long tour of duty, into a tailspin 
of poor discipline, substance abuse, and brutality. Four 1st Platoon soldiers would perpetrate one of 
the most heinous war crimes U.S. forces have committed during the Iraq War—the rape of a 
fourteen-year-old Iraqi girl and the cold-blooded execution of her and her family. Three other 1st 
Platoon soldiers would be overrun at a remote outpost—one killed immediately and two taken 
from the scene, their mutilated corpses found days later booby-trapped with explosives.

Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman by Jon 
Krakauer

In 2002, Pat Tillman walked away from a multimillion-dollar NFL contract to join the Army and 
became an icon of American patriotism. When he was killed in Afghanistan two years later, a 
legend was born. But the real Pat Tillman was much more remarkable, and considerably more 
complicated than the public knew. Sent first to Iraq—a war he would openly declare was “illegal as 
hell” —and eventually to Afghanistan, Tillman was driven by emotionally charged, sometimes 
contradictory notions of duty, honor, justice, and masculine pride, and he was determined to serve 
his entire three-year commitment. But on April 22, 2004, his life would end in a barrage of bullets 
fired by his fellow soldiers. Though obvious to most of the two dozen soldiers on the scene that a 
ranger in Tillman’s own platoon had fired the fatal shots, the Army aggressively maneuvered to 
keep this information from Tillman’s family and the American public for five weeks following his 
death. During this time, President Bush used Tillman’s name to promote his administration’s 
foreign policy. Long after Tillman’s nationally televised memorial service, the Army grudgingly 
notified his closest relatives that he had “probably” been killed by friendly fire while it continued to 
dissemble about the details of his death and who was responsible.
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What is Your Path?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do you describe how your past will inform your future?

The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate

Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous era of Reconstruction, three young women set off as unwilling 
companions on a perilous quest: Hannie, a freed slave; Lavinia, the pampered heir to a now 
destitute plantation; and Juneau Jane, Lavinia’s Creole half sister. Each carries private wounds and 
powerful secrets as they head for Texas, following roads rife with vigilantes and soldiers still fighting 
a war lost a decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the journey is one of stolen inheritance 
and financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn from her mother and siblings before slavery’s end, 
the pilgrimage west reignites an agonizing question: Could her long-lost family still be out there? 
Beyond the swamps lie the limitless frontiers of Texas and, improbably, hope.  Louisiana, 1987: For 
first-year teacher Benedetta Silva, a subsidized job at a poor rural school seems like the ticket to 
canceling her hefty student debt—until she lands in a tiny, out-of-step Mississippi River town. 
Augustine, Louisiana, is suspicious of new ideas and new people, and Benny can scarcely 
comprehend the lives of her poverty-stricken students. But amid the gnarled live oaks and 
run-down plantation homes lie the century-old history of three young women, a long-ago journey, 
and a hidden book that could change everything.

The Rent Collector by Camron Wright

Survival for Ki Lim and Sang Ly is a daily battle at Stung Meanchey, the largest municipal waste 
dump in all of Cambodia. They make their living scavenging recyclables from the trash. Life would 
be hard enough without the worry for their chronically ill child, Nisay, and the added expense of 
medicines that are not working. Just when things seem worst, Sang Ly learns a secret about the 
ill-tempered rent collector who comes demanding money--a secret that sets in motion a tide that 
will change the life of everyone it sweeps past. The Rent Collector is a story of hope, of one woman's 
journey to save her son and another woman's chance at redemption. It demonstrates that even in a 
dump in Cambodia--perhaps especially in a dump in Cambodia--everyone deserves a second 
chance.

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point 
out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team 
at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin 
Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all 
things—her mind. True chemistry results. 

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not 
only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. 
Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of 
sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because 
as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the 
status quo. 

The Future of Us by Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler

What if you could see how your life would unfold--just by clicking a button?  It's 1996, and less than 
half of all American high school students have ever used the Internet. Emma just got her first 
computer and an America Online CD-ROM. Josh is her best friend. They power up and log on--and 
discover themselves on Facebook, fifteen years in the future. Everybody wonders what their destiny 
will be. Josh and Emma are about to find out.
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What is the Spirit of the People of 
the United States of America?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do the foundational documents of the US and the texts that argue with and 
build upon them impact the way "We the people" define America?

Riot by Walter Dean Myers

 As the Civil War rages, another battle breaks out behind the lines. During a long hot July in 1863, 
the worst race riots the United States has ever seen erupt in New York City. Earlier that year, 
desperate for more Union soldiers, President Abraham Lincoln instituted a draft―a draft that would 
allow the wealthy to escape serving in the army by paying a $300 waiver, more than a year's 
income for the recent immigrant Irish. And on July 11, as the first drawing takes place in Lower 
Manhattan, the city of New York explodes in rage and fire. Stores are looted; buildings, including the 
Colored Foundling Home, are burned down; and black Americans are attacked, beaten, and 
murdered. The police cannot hold out against the rioters, and finally, battle-hardened soldiers are 
ordered back from the fields of Gettysburg to put down the insurrection, which they do―brutally. 
Fifteen-year-old Claire, the beloved daughter of a black father and Irish mother, finds herself torn 
between the two warring sides. Faced with the breakdown of the city―the home―she has loved, 
Claire must discover the strength and resilience to address the new world in which she finds 
herself, and to begin the hard journey of remaking herself and her identity.

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith

All Ida Mae Jones wants to do is fly. Her daddy was a pilot, and years after his death she feels closest 
to him when she's in the air. But as a young black woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the sky is 
off limits to her, until America enters World War II, and the Army forms the WASP-Women Airforce 
Service Pilots. Ida has a chance to fulfill her dream if she's willing to use her light skin to pass as a 
white girl. She wants to fly more than anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one's self and 
family is a heavy burden, and ultimately it's not what you do but who you are that's most 
important.

This is Our Constitution: What It Is and Why It Matters by Khizr 
Khan

From Gold Star father, beloved Democratic National Convention speaker, and 2022 Presidential 
Medal of Freedom recipient Khizr Khan comes a book for young people about the 
Constitution—what it says and why it matters for everyone. Our Founding Fathers created the U.S. 
Constitution and Bill of Rights as a blueprint for American government and the rights of American 
citizens. This document is not merely a piece of parchment but a living, breathing promise of our 
deepest democratic values. Khizr Khan grew up in Pakistan, with few of the fundamental rights 
that are enshrined in the Constitution. He immigrated to America and became a citizen, raising his 
family to appreciate and honor all our nation has to offer. Khizr Khan is deeply passionate about the 
Constitution: the guarantees and protections it provides for each and every person and the beacon 
of light it shines throughout the world.

Victory. Stand!: Raising My Fist for Justice by Tommie Smith, Dereck 
Barnes, and Dawud Anyabwile

On October 16, 1968, during the medal ceremony at the Mexico City Olympics, Tommie Smith, the 
gold medal winner in the 200-meter sprint, and John Carlos, the bronze medal winner, stood on 
the podium in black socks and raised their black-gloved fists to protest racial injustice inflicted 
upon African Americans. Both men were forced to leave the Olympics, received death threats, and 
faced ostracism and continuing economic hardships.In his first-ever memoir for young readers, 
Tommie Smith looks back on his childhood growing up in rural Texas through to his stellar athletic 
career, culminating in his historic victory and Olympic podium protest.


