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What Makes You, You?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How do various factors shape what what we become? This collection of longer 
works explores issues of self-awareness and emerging identity. 

The Fault In Our Stars by John Green

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never 
been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot 
twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is 
about to be completely rewritten. Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars 
brilliantly explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

From the agony of Charles Dickens’ disenchantment with the Victorian middle class comes a novel 
of spellbinding mystery and a profound examination of moral values—this is the story of the 
orphan Pip’s trials and tribulations among London’s high society circles.

A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley

"As a little boy in India, Saroo Brierley got lost on a train. Twenty-five years later, from Australia, he 
found his way back. This is what happened in between.

Born in a poor village in India, Saroo lived hand-to-mouth in a one room hut with his mother and 
three siblings…until at age five, he mistakenly boarded a train by himself, and ended up in Calcutta, 
all the way across the country. Uneducated, illiterate, and unable to recall the name of his 
hometown, he managed to survive for weeks on that city’s rough streets.

Soon after, he was adopted by a couple in Tasmania. But despite growing up in a loving 
upper-middle class Aussie family, Saroo still clung to the last memories of his hometown and family 
in India, and always wondered if he’d ever find them again. Amazingly, twenty-five years later, with 
some dogged determination and a heap of luck—and the advent of Google Earth—he did.

A Long Way Home is a poignant and inspirational true story of survival and triumph against 
incredible odds, celebrating the importance of never letting go of what drives the human spirit: 
hope."

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers

A coming-of-age tale for young adults set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in the late 1960s, this 
is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the service when his dream of attending 
college falls through. Sent to the front lines, Perry and his platoon come face-to-face with the 
Vietcong and the real horror of warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry 
struggles to find virtue in himself and his comrades, he questions why black troops are given the 
most dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is even there at all."
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Why Is Water So Important?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can we improve access to clean water for all? 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles 
the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the 
Joads—driven from their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of California. 
Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against the hard realities of an America divided into 
Haves and Have-Nots evolves a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral 
vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring in its human dignity. A portrait of 
the conflict between the powerful and the powerless, of one man’s fierce reaction to injustice, and 
of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel captures the horrors of the Great Depression and probes 
into the very nature of equality and justice in America. At once a naturalistic epic, captivity 
narrative, road novel, and transcendental gospel, Steinbeck’s powerful landmark novel is perhaps 
the most American of American Classics.

Drowned City by Don Brown

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the 
protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. 80% of the city flooded, in some places 
under 20ft of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped $100 billion. 1833 people lost 
their lives. The riveting tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of 
selflessness, heroism, and courage - and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality.

The Great American Dust Bowl by Don Brown

On a clear, warm Sunday, April 14, 1935, a wild wind whipped up millions upon millions specks of 
dust to form a duster--a savage storm--on America's high southern plains. The sky turned black, 
sand-filled winds scoured the paint off houses and cars, trains derailed, and electricity coursed 
through the air. Sand and dirt fell like snow--people got lost in the gloom and suffocated . . . and 
that was just the beginning. Don Brown brings the Dirty Thirties to life with lively artwork in this 
graphic novel of one of America's most catastrophic natural events: the Dust Bowl.

The Highest Tide: A Novel by Jim Lynch

A mesmerizing, allegorical, and beautifully wrought first novel about one boy's fascination with the 
sea during the summer that will change his life. One moonlit night, thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley 
slips out of his house, packs up his kayak and goes exploring on the flats of Puget Sound. But what 
begins as an ordinary hunt for starfish, snails, and clams is soon transformed by an astonishing 
sight: a beached giant squid. As the first person to ever see a giant squid alive, the speed-reading 
Rachel Carson-obsessed insomniac instantly becomes a local curiosity. When he later finds a rare 
deepwater fish in the tidal waters by his home, and saves a dog from drowning, he is hailed as a 
prophet. The media hovers and everyone wants to hear what Miles has to say. But Miles is really just 
a teenager on the verge of growing up, infatuated with the girl next door, worried that his bickering 
parents will divorce, and fearful that everything, even the bay he loves, is shifting away from him. 
While the sea continues to offer up discoveries from its mysterious depths, Miles struggles to deal 
with the difficulties that attend the equally mysterious process of growing up. In this mesmerizing, 
beautifully wrought first novel, we witness the dramatic sea change for both Miles and the 
coastline that he adores over the course of a summer - one that will culminate with the highest 
tide in fifty years
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Who Decides What You Can 
and Should Do?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

How can fantasy and otherworldly
elements of a story help us explore
important questions about society

and our perceptions?
 Divergent by Veronica Roth

The story of a dystopian world transformed by courage, self-sacrifice, and love. 

One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is divided into five factions—Candor (the 
honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the 
intelligent). Beatrice must choose between staying with her Abnegation family and transferring 
factions.

Her choice will shock her community and herself. But the newly christened Tris also has a secret, 
one she's determined to keep hidden, because in this world, what makes you different makes you 
dangerous.

Feed by MT Anderson

For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon — a chance to party during 
spring break. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to malfunction, sending 
them to the hospital to lie around with nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus 
met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who has decided to fight the feed and its ever-present 
ability to categorize human thoughts and desires. M. T. Anderson’s not-so-brave new world is a 
smart, savage satire that has captivated readers with its view of an imagined future that veers 
unnervingly close to the here and now.

An Ember in the Ashes by Saaba Thair

This novel is a harrowing, haunting reminder of what it means to be human and how hope might 
be kindled in the midst of oppression and fear. Laia is a slave. Elias is a soldier. Neither is free. Under 
the Martial Empire, defiance is met with death. Those who do not vow their blood and bodies to 
the Emperor risk the execution of their loved ones and the destruction of all they hold dear. It is in 
this brutal world, inspired by ancient Rome, that Laia lives with her grandparents and older brother. 
The family ekes out an existence in the Empire's impoverished backstreets. They do not challenge 
the Empire. They've seen what happens to those who do. But when Laia's brother is arrested for 
treason, Laia is forced to make a decision. In exchange for help from rebels who promise to rescue 
her brother, she will risk her life to spy for them from within the Empire’s greatest military 
academy. There, Laia meets Elias, the school's finest soldier and secretly, its most unwilling. Elias 
wants only to be free of the tyranny he's being trained to enforce. He and Laia will soon realize that 
their destinies are intertwined and that their choices will change the fate of the Empire itself.

1984 by George Orwell

The story takes place in an imagined future, the year 1984, when much of the world has fallen 
victim to perpetual war, omnipresent government surveillance, historical negationism, and 
propaganda. Great Britain, known as Airstrip One, has become a province of a totalitarian 
superstate named Oceania that is ruled by the Party who employ the Thought Police to persecute 
individuality and independent thinking. Big Brother, the leader of the Party, enjoys an intense cult 
of personality despite the fact that he may not even exist. The protagonist, Winston Smith, is a 
diligent and skillful rank-and-file worker and Party member who secretly hates the Party and 
dreams of rebellion. He enters into a forbidden relationship with a colleague, Julia, and starts to 
remember what life was like before the Party came to power.  
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How Do We Feed the World?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What roles do both looking at the past and future play in a sustainable world?
 

Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr

Among the most celebrated and beloved novels of 2021, Anthony Doerr’s gorgeous third novel is a 
triumph of imagination and compassion, a soaring story about children on the cusp of adulthood 
in worlds in peril, who find resilience, hope—and a book. In Cloud Cuckoo Land, Doerr has created a 
magnificent tapestry of times and places that reflects our vast interconnectedness—with other 
species, with each other, with those who lived before us, and with those who will be here after 
we’re gone.

The Call of Antarctica: Exploring and Protecting Earth’s 
Coldest Continent by Leilani Raashida Henry

Author Leilani Raashida Henry, daughter of George W. Gibbs, Jr., the first person of African descent 
to go to Antarctica, recounts her father’s expedition while educating readers on the incredible 
geography, biodiversity, and history of the continent. Using diary entries from Gibbs' expedition, 
The Call of Antarctica takes readers on a journey to the rugged Antarctic landscape to learn its 
history, its present, and the importance of protecting its future.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba

William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, a country where magic ruled and modern science was 
mystery. It was also a land withered by drought and hunger. But William had read about windmills, 
and he dreamed of building one that would bring to his small village a set of luxuries that only 2 
percent of Malawians could enjoy: electricity and running water. His neighbors called him 
misala—crazy—but William refused to let go of his dreams. With a small pile of once-forgotten 
science textbooks; some scrap metal, tractor parts, and bicycle halves; and an armory of curiosity 
and determination, he embarked on a daring plan to forge an unlikely contraption and small 
miracle that would change the lives around him.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind is a remarkable true story about human inventiveness and its 
power to overcome crippling adversity. It will inspire anyone who doubts the power of one 
individual's ability to change his community and better the lives of those around him.

Let My People Go Surfing by Yvon Chouinard

In this newly revised 10th anniversary edition, Yvon Chouinard--legendary climber, businessman, 
environmentalist, and founder of Patagonia, Inc.--shares the persistence and courage that have 
gone into being head of one of the most respected and environmentally responsible companies on 
earth.

From his youth as the son of a French Canadian handyman to the thrilling, ambitious climbing 
expeditions that inspired his innovative designs for the sport's equipment, Let My People Go 
Surfing is the story of a man who brought doing good and having grand adventures into the heart 
of his business life-a book that will deeply affect entrepreneurs and outdoor enthusiasts alike.
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How Can Success Come From 
Conflict?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What can our families influence the ways in which we approach our dreams?
 

A Child Called It by Dave Pelzer

This book chronicles the unforgettable account of one of the most severe child abuse cases in 
California history. It is the story of Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten and starved by his 
emotionally unstable, alcoholic mother: a mother who played tortuous, unpredictable 
games--games that left him nearly dead. He had to learn how to play his mother's games in order 
to survive because she no longer considered him a son, but a slave; and no longer a boy, but an 
""it.""Dave's bed was an old army cot in the basement, and his clothes were torn and raunchy. 
When his mother allowed him the luxury of food, it was nothing more than spoiled scraps that 
even the dogs refused to eat. The outside world knew nothing of his living nightmare. He had 
nothing or no one to turn to, but his dreams kept him alive--dreams of someone taking care of him, 
loving him and calling him their son.

Passing by Nella Larsen

Clare Kendry leads a dangerous life. Fair, elegant, and ambitious, she is married to a white man 
unaware of her African American heritage, and has severed all ties to her past. Clare’s childhood 
friend, Irene Redfield, just as light-skinned, has chosen to remain within the African American 
community, but refuses to acknowledge the racism that continues to constrict her family’s 
happiness. A chance encounter forces both women to confront the lies they have told others—and 
the secret fears they have buried within themselves. 

The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson

Isabel Wilkerson chronicles one of the great untold stories of American history: the decades-long 
migration of Black citizens who fled the South for northern and western cities, in search of a better 
life.

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini

A Thousand Splendid Suns is at once an incredible chronicle of thirty years of Afghan history and a 
deeply moving story of family, friendship, faith, and the salvation to be found in love.

Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are 
two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever 
escalating dangers around them-in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form 
a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately 
alter the course not just of their own lives but of the next generation. With heart-wrenching power 
and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her family can move her to shocking and 
heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often 
the key to survival.

A stunning accomplishment, A Thousand Splendid Suns is a haunting, heartbreaking, compelling 
story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship, and an indestructible love."
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What is the Value of College?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

What factors should one consider in determining the path for their postsecondary 
life?

 
Where You Go is Not Who You’ll Be by Frank Bruni

Over the last few decades, Americans have turned college admissions into a terrifying and 
occasionally devastating process, preceded by test prep, tutors, all sorts of stratagems, all kinds of 
rankings, and a conviction among too many young people that their futures will be determined 
and their worth established by which schools say yes and which say no.

In Where You Go is Not Who You'll Be, Frank Bruni explains why this mindset is wrong, giving 
students and their parents a new perspective on this brutal, deeply flawed competition and a path 
out of the anxiety that it provokes.

Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a 
classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the 
children received an education and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became 
violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her 
quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard 
and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still 
a way home. 

How Valuable is a College Degree? by Greenhaven Press at Issue Series

These books provide a range of opinions on a social issue; each volume focuses on a specific issue 
and offers a variety of perspectives, e.g., eyewitness accounts, governmental views, scientific 
analysis, newspaper accounts, to illuminate the issue.; Greenhaven Press' At Issue series provides a 
wide range of opinions on individual social issues. Enhancing critical thinking skills, each At Issue 
volume is an excellent research tool to help readers understand current social issues and prepare 
reports.

The Price You Pay for College: An Entirely New Roadmap for 
the Biggest Financial Decision Your Family Will Ever Make by 
Ron Lieber

Sending a teenager to a flagship state university for four years of on-campus living costs more than 
$100,000 in many parts of the United States. Meanwhile, many families of freshmen attending 
selective private colleges will spend triple—over $300,000. With the same passion, smarts, and 
humor that infuse his personal finance column, Ron Lieber offers a much-needed roadmap to help 
families navigate this difficult and often confusing journey. 

Lieber begins by explaining who pays what and why and how the financial aid system got so 
complicated. He also pulls the curtain back on merit aid, an entirely new form of discounting that 
most colleges now use to compete with peers.

While price is essential, value is paramount. So what is worth paying extra for, and how do you 
know when it exists in abundance at any particular school? Is a small college better than a big one? 
Who actually does the teaching? Given that every college claims to have reinvented its career 
center, who should we actually believe? He asks the tough questions of college presidents and 
financial aid gatekeepers that parents don’t know (or are afraid) to ask and summarizes the 
research about what matters and what doesn’t.
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How Do Ancient and Sacred 
Texts Speak to Us?

T E A C H E R ’ S   G U I D E

Why is the sacred concept of creation related to the concept of storytelling and art?
 

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

A pilot crashes in the Sahara Desert and encounters a strange young boy who calls himself the 
Little Prince. The Little Prince has traveled there from his home on a lonely, distant asteroid with a 
single rose. The story that follows is a beautiful and at times heartbreaking meditation on human 
nature. The Little Prince is one of the best-selling and most translated books of all time, universally 
cherished by children and adults alike, and Richard Howard's translation of the beloved classic 
beautifully reflects Saint-Exupéry's unique and gifted style, bringing the English text as close as 
possible to the French in language, style, and spirit. In this special edition, the artwork has been 
restored to match in detail and in color Saint-Exupéry's original artwork.

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Seconds before Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off 
the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. Together, this 
dynamic pair began a journey through space aided by a galaxyful of fellow travelers: Zaphod 
Beeblebrox—the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie and totally out-to-lunch president of the 
galaxy; Trillian (formerly Tricia McMillan), Zaphod’s girlfriend, whom Arthur tried to pick up at a 
cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a paranoid, brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; 
and Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint 
pens he’s bought over the years. Where are these pens? Why are we born? Why do we die? For all 
the answers, stick your thumb to the stars!

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient and wise, who 
understood you when you were young and searching, helped you see the world as a more 
profound place, gave you sound advice to help you make your way through it.For Mitch Albom, that 
person was his college professor Morrie Schwartz.Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as 
you made your way, and the insights faded, and the world seemed colder. Wouldn’t you like to see 
that person again, ask the bigger questions that still haunt you, receive wisdom for your busy life 
today the way you once did when you were younger? Mitch Albom had that second chance. He 
rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man’s life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited 
with Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their rekindled 
relationship turned into one final “class”: lessons in how to live. “The truth is, Mitch,” he said, “once 
you learn how to die, you learn how to live.” 

Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler

 When global climate change and economic crises lead to social chaos in the early 2020s, California 
becomes full of dangers, from pervasive water shortage to masses of vagabonds who will do 
anything to live to see another day. Fifteen-year-old Lauren Olamina lives inside a gated 
community with her preacher father, family, and neighbors, sheltered from the surrounding 
anarchy. In a society where any vulnerability is a risk, she suffers from hyperempathy, a debilitating 
sensitivity to others' emotions. Precocious and clear-eyed, Lauren must make her voice heard in 
order to protect her loved ones from the imminent disasters her small community stubbornly 
ignores. But what begins as a fight for survival soon leads to something much more: the birth of a 
new faith . . . and a startling vision of human destiny.


